
sears drop spreader settings Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 1

sears drop spreader settings Handbook

Sears drop spreader settings are essential for achieving even and efficient fertilizer, seed, or
granular application in your lawn or garden. Properly adjusting your spreader ensures optimal
coverage, prevents waste, and promotes healthy growth. Whether you're a seasoned gardener or a
weekend hobbyist, understanding how to set your Sears drop spreader correctly is key to getting the
best results. In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore everything you need to know about Sears
drop spreader settings, including how to identify your model, step-by-step adjustment instructions,
tips for different materials, and maintenance advice to keep your spreader functioning perfectly.

Understanding Sears Drop Spreader Models

Before diving into settings, it's important to recognize that Sears offers a variety of drop spreader
models. Each model may have different adjustment mechanisms and recommended settings.

Common Sears Drop Spreader Models

- Sears 100 Series Drop Spreader
- Sears 200 Series Drop Spreader
- Sears Handheld Drop Spreader
- Sears Commercial Drop Spreader

Identifying your specific model will help you locate the correct setting instructions, which are often
found on the spreader itself, in the user manual, or on Sears? official website.

Why Proper Settings Matter

- Ensures uniform distribution of fertilizer, seed, or other granular materials
- Prevents over-application that can damage plants or lawns
- Reduces waste and saves money
- Promotes healthy, consistent lawn and garden growth

How to Find Your Sears Drop Spreader Settings

Getting started requires knowing the correct settings for your specific task.

Check the User Manual
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Many Sears spreaders include a chart or dial settings inside the manual that correlates to the type of
material and the desired application rate.

Look for Model-Specific Labels

Some models feature a label or sticker on the spreader body with recommended setting numbers for
different materials.

Use the Manufacturer?s Recommendations

If the manual or labels are unavailable, consult Sears? official website or customer service for
guidance based on your model number.

Step-by-Step Guide to Adjusting Sears Drop Spreader Settings

Proper adjustment involves setting the correct rate of material flow, which is controlled by a dial,
lever, or setting screw depending on the model.

Gather Necessary Materials

- Sears drop spreader
- Material to be applied (fertilizer, seed, etc.)
- User manual or manufacturer?s setting chart
- Measuring tape or marked area for testing

Prepare for Calibration

- Fill the hopper with a small, known quantity of your material (e.g., 1 lb of fertilizer).
- Place the spreader on a flat, level surface or in your yard.

Adjust the Setting

- Locate the setting dial or adjustment lever on your spreader.
- Refer to the manufacturer?s chart to set the dial to the recommended number for your material.
- If your model has a screw-type adjustment, turn it clockwise or counterclockwise to increase or

decrease flow rate as instructed.

Test Your Settings
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- Spread the material over a designated test area (e.g., a 10-foot by 10-foot square).
- Measure the amount of material applied in that area.
- Calculate the application rate (e.g., pounds per 1,000 square feet).

Refine the Settings

- If too much material is applied, reduce the setting number or flow rate.
- If too little, increase the setting accordingly.
- Repeat the test until you achieve the desired application rate.

Tips for Different Materials and Applications

Different products require different settings to ensure proper coverage and effectiveness.

Fertilizer

- Follow the recommended application rates on the fertilizer bag.
- Apply in multiple light passes rather than one heavy application to prevent runoff and damage.

Grass Seed

- Set the spreader to distribute seed evenly over the recommended seeding rate.
- Overlap passes slightly to ensure full coverage.

Granular Pest Control or Soil Amendments

- Use the lowest setting if applying in delicate areas.
- Adjust based on the manufacturer?s guidelines for the specific product.

Special Considerations

- Always calibrate when switching materials, as different products have different flow
characteristics.

- Apply in calm weather conditions to prevent wind drift and uneven distribution.

Maintenance Tips for Your Sears Drop Spreader
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A well-maintained spreader ensures consistent settings and prolongs its lifespan.

Regular Cleaning

- After each use, clean out any residual material to prevent clogging.
- Use a brush or compressed air to clear the hopper and opening mechanisms.

Lubrication

- Apply lubricant to moving parts periodically to ensure smooth operation, especially if the
spreader has a mechanical dial or lever.

Check for Wear and Damage

- Inspect the drop mechanism, wheels, and frame for signs of wear or damage.
- Replace worn parts promptly to maintain accurate settings.

Store Properly

- Store your spreader in a dry, sheltered location to prevent rust and corrosion.
- Cover it if stored outdoors to shield it from the elements.

Final Tips for Success with Sears Drop Spreader Settings

- Always calibrate your spreader before large applications to avoid over- or under-application.
- Use the manufacturer?s recommended settings as a starting point, then fine-tune based on your

test results.
- Keep notes of successful settings for future reference, especially when applying different

products or across seasons.
- Consider weather conditions; avoid applying on windy or rainy days to maximize effectiveness.
- Practice patience and precision; small adjustments can significantly impact application quality.

By understanding and properly adjusting your Sears drop spreader settings, you can achieve
professional-quality results right in your backyard. Regular calibration, maintenance, and adherence
to manufacturer guidelines will help you get the most out of your equipment, ensuring a lush, healthy
lawn and thriving garden. Happy spreading!
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Sears drop spreader settings are essential for achieving precise and uniform application of fertilizer,
seed, and other lawn or garden materials. Whether you're a seasoned gardener or a weekend
warrior tending to your backyard, understanding how to properly set your Sears drop spreader can
make a significant difference in the health and appearance of your lawn. Properly calibrated settings
ensure that you use just the right amount of product, avoid waste, and prevent uneven coverage
that could lead to patchy grass or over-fertilization.

Introduction: Why Drop Spreader Settings Matter

Using a drop spreader without understanding the correct settings is akin to guessing on a test?you
might get lucky, but more often than not, you'll end up with uneven results. Sears drop spreaders,
renowned for their durability and precision, rely heavily on accurate settings to deliver consistent
application rates. The key to successful lawn care is not just the product you choose but also how
effectively you apply it. Proper drop spreader settings help you:

- Achieve even distribution of seed, fertilizer, or lawn treatments.
- Prevent over-application, which can burn grass or cause runoff.
- Reduce waste by using the correct amount of product.
- Save time and effort by minimizing repeat applications.

Understanding Your Sears Drop Spreader

Before diving into specific settings, it?s important to familiarize yourself with the components of your
Sears drop spreader:

- Flow control lever or dial: Adjusts the amount of material dispensed.
- Coverage width: The width of the area covered in each pass.
- Calibration plate or chart: Guides you to set the spreader for various materials.

Sears offers several models, such as the Sears Drop Spreader and Sears Broadcast Spreader,
each with slightly different calibration methods. Always refer to your model's manual for precise
instructions, but the principles of calibration are similar across models.

How to Calibrate Your Sears Drop Spreader

Calibration is the process of determining the correct setting to apply a specific amount of material
over a known area. Here?s a step-by-step guide:
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Step 1: Gather Materials

- A scale to weigh your product.
- A measuring tape or marked area (e.g., a 10-foot by 10-foot square).
- Your Sears drop spreader.
- The product you plan to apply (fertilizer, seed, etc.).

Step 2: Prepare and Weigh Material

- Fill the spreader with a known amount of product, say 5 pounds.
- Record the exact weight.

Step 3: Mark the Test Area

- Measure out a defined area, such as 10 feet by 10 feet (100 square feet).
- Mark the boundaries clearly.

Step 4: Set the Spreader

- Adjust the flow control lever to a starting setting based on the product?s label recommendations
or your previous experience.

Step 5: Spread the Material

- Walk at your normal application pace.
- Cover the marked area completely, overlapping slightly to ensure even coverage.

Step 6: Weigh Remaining Material

- Weigh the remaining product in the spreader.
- Subtract this from the initial weight to determine how much was dispensed.

Step 7: Calculate Application Rate
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- Divide the amount dispensed by the area covered to determine pounds per 1,000 square feet,
the standard measurement.

Step 8: Adjust Settings

- If the application rate is too high or low, adjust the flow control accordingly.
- Repeat the process until you reach the desired application rate.

Common Sears Drop Spreader Settings for Popular Materials

Different lawn products require different application rates. Here?s a general guide to help you get
started, but always verify with the product label and calibration tests.

Fertilizer

- General lawn fertilizer: Settings typically range from 4 to 8 depending on the model.
- Slow-release fertilizer: Usually set at lower settings around 4-5.
- Quick-release fertilizer: Higher settings around 6-8.

Grass Seed

- Usually requires a lighter application.
- Settings often range from 2 to 4, depending on seed size and type.

Lime or Soil Amendments

- Heavier materials may require lower settings to prevent clogging.
- Settings around 2-3 are common.

Weed & Feed Products

- Follow product-specific instructions; calibration is essential for safety and effectiveness.
- Settings generally fall between 4-6.

Tips for Accurate Drop Spreader Settings
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- Always calibrate before each application if you?re using a new product or changing the type of
material.

- Apply in multiple light passes rather than one heavy pass to ensure even coverage.
- Walk at a consistent pace to maintain uniform application.
- Use overlapping passes slightly to cover gaps.
- Clean your spreader regularly to prevent clogging and ensure accurate flow.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

Uneven Coverage

- Check if the spreader is calibrated correctly.
- Ensure you walk at a consistent pace.
- Overlap passes slightly.

Clumping or Clogging

- Use appropriate flow settings for heavier materials.
- Clean the spreader after each use.
- Avoid applying materials in wet or very humid conditions.

Over-application

- Recalibrate to reduce flow rate.
- Use lighter passes and increase coverage area gradually.

Under-application

- Increase the flow setting slightly.
- Double-check calibration.

Maintaining Your Sears Drop Spreader

Proper maintenance ensures longevity and consistent performance:

- Clean after each use: Remove residual material to prevent corrosion or clogging.
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- Lubricate moving parts: Use appropriate lubricants for ease of operation.
- Store in a dry place: Protect from moisture and rust.
- Check for damage: Inspect wheels, cables, and the flow control mechanism regularly.

Final Thoughts: Mastering Sears Drop Spreader Settings

Achieving the best results with your Sears drop spreader hinges on understanding and correctly
setting it up for your specific task. Calibration isn?t a one-time task; it should be repeated whenever
you switch products or change application conditions. By investing time in calibration and following
best practices, you ensure your lawn receives the right amount of nutrients or seed, leading to a
lush, healthy landscape.

Remember, patience and precision are key. With proper sears drop spreader settings, you?ll enjoy a
more beautiful yard and better use of your lawn care products. Happy spreading!
 

 QuestionAnswer How do I find the correct spreader settings for my Sears drop spreader? To find
the correct settings, consult the user manual specific to your Sears drop spreader model or use the
calibration chart typically provided on the spreader itself or on Sears' website. Adjust the setting until
the spread pattern matches the recommended application rate for your material. What is the typical
setting for fertilizer on a Sears drop spreader? The setting for fertilizer varies depending on the type
and brand of fertilizer. Generally, a setting between 3 and 6 is common, but always refer to the
specific fertilizer's calibration chart and your spreader?s manual for precise adjustments. How can I
calibrate my Sears drop spreader to ensure even distribution? To calibrate, fill the spreader with a
known weight of material, run it over a measured area, and then weigh the remaining material.
Adjust the spreader setting accordingly until the spread rate matches your desired coverage per
area. Are Sears drop spreader settings universal for all materials? No, settings vary depending on
the material being spread. Different fertilizers, grass seeds, or de-icing products require different
settings. Always check the specific calibration for each material to ensure optimal application. What
should I do if my Sears drop spreader is clogging or unevenly spreading? Clean the spreader
regularly, especially the drop plate and holes, to prevent clogs. Ensure you're using the correct
setting for the material and that the material is free-flowing. Adjust the setting if necessary and
perform calibration to achieve even spread. Where can I find calibration charts for Sears drop
spreaders? Calibration charts can be found in the user manual that comes with your spreader, on
Sears? official website, or through online gardening and lawn care resources dedicated to spreader
calibration. How often should I calibrate my Sears drop spreader? Calibrate your spreader at the
beginning of each season, whenever you change materials, or if you notice uneven spreading.
Regular calibration ensures accurate and efficient application. What is the impact of incorrect
spreader settings on my lawn or garden? Incorrect settings can lead to over-application or
under-application of fertilizers, seeds, or de-icing materials, resulting in poor lawn health, wasted
products, or damage to plants and turf. Can I use a universal setting for different brands of fertilizer
in my Sears drop spreader? It?s not recommended. Different brands and types of fertilizer have
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varying particle sizes and flow properties, so always use the calibration chart for each product to
determine the correct setting. What maintenance tips can help ensure accurate spreader settings
and performance? Regularly clean the spreader, lubricate moving parts, check for damage or wear,
and recalibrate periodically. Proper maintenance helps maintain accurate settings and extends the
lifespan of your spreader. 

 
Related keywords: sears drop spreader settings, sears spreader calibration, sears fertilizer
spreader settings, sears drop spreader manual, sears spreader adjustment, sears fertilizer spreader
settings guide, sears spreader settings chart, sears drop spreader parts, sears spreader
troubleshooting, sears broadcast spreader settings

LESCO SCOTTS SPREADER CONVERSION CHART

Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart: Your Complete Guide to Accurate Spreader
Calibration

When it comes to lawn care and landscaping, precision is key. Whether you're applying fertilizer,
seed, or other granular materials, ensuring your spreader is properly calibrated can make all the
difference in achieving a lush, healthy yard. One of the most reliable tools for this task is the Lesco
Scotts spreader. However, to maximize its efficiency, understanding how to convert settings across
different models or brands is essential. That?s where the Lesco Scotts spreader conversion
chart comes into play. This comprehensive guide aims to help you interpret and utilize this chart
effectively, ensuring your spreader application is both accurate and efficient.

Understanding the Importance of Spreader Calibration

Why Calibration Matters

Proper calibration ensures that you apply the correct amount of fertilizer, seed, or other materials
uniformly across your lawn. Over-application can lead to runoff, plant damage, and waste, while
under-application might result in uneven growth or poor lawn health. The Lesco Scotts spreader
conversion chart simplifies this process by providing standardized settings to match different
spreader models and materials.

Common Challenges Without Proper Calibration

- Inconsistent application rates
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- Wasted materials and increased costs
- Potential damage from over-fertilizing
- Uneven lawn coverage

What Is the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart?

Definition and Purpose

The Lesco Scotts spreader conversion chart is a reference tool designed to help users convert
spreader settings between various models and brands. Since different spreaders have unique
settings and mechanisms, this chart ensures you can accurately switch from one model to another
without guesswork.

Who Needs It?

- Professional landscapers managing multiple spreader types
- Homeowners with different spreader brands and models
- Suppliers or retailers advising customers on spreader calibration

Understanding Spreader Settings and Their Significance

Types of Spreader Settings

Spreader settings usually refer to the adjustment levels that control the opening size of the
spreader's hopper or feed mechanism. These settings directly influence the amount of material
dispensed per unit area.

Common Units and Adjustments

- Numbers or dial settings (e.g., 1-10, 1-20)
- Letter codes (e.g., A, B, C)
- Percentages or specific weight measurements

Using the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart

Step-by-Step Guide

- Identify your current spreader model and its setting
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- Determine the material you are spreading (fertilizer, seed, lime, etc.)
- Consult the conversion chart to find the equivalent setting for your target spreader model
- Adjust your spreader to the recommended setting
- Test the calibration on a small area to verify application rate

Tips for Accurate Calibration

- Always wear protective gear when handling fertilizers and chemicals
- Use a scale to measure the exact amount of material used during calibration
- Apply over a known area (e.g., a 10 ft. x 10 ft. square) for accuracy testing
- Adjust settings incrementally and test after each change

Spreader Conversion Chart Examples

Lesco Spreader Models and Corresponding Settings

Material TypeLesco Spreader ModelRecommended SettingScotts Spreader ModelEquivalent
Setting
FertilizerLesco 85210Scotts Speedy Green4SeedLesco 8526Scotts Broadcast
Spreader3LimeLesco 85212Scotts Turf Builder5
Note: Always check the latest conversion charts from official sources, as models and settings may
vary.

Factors Affecting Spread Rate and Calibration

Material Granule Size

Finer materials tend to flow more easily and may require different settings than coarser granules.

Spread Pattern and Distribution

The pattern can influence the coverage rate. Adjustments may be necessary based on the
spreader?s pattern.

Application Speed

Walking speed affects how much material is dispensed; slower speeds increase application density.

Best Practices for Using the Conversion Chart Effectively
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Regular Calibration

Recalibrate periodically, especially if changing materials or spreader models.

Maintain Your Spreader

Keep parts clean and in good condition to ensure consistent material flow.

Record Settings for Future Use

Maintain a log of calibration settings for different applications for quick reference.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Can I use the same settings for different types of materials?

It?s best to consult the conversion chart and calibration guides for each material, as different
materials have different flow characteristics.

What if my spreader model isn?t listed on the chart?

Use a calibration test to determine the correct setting or consult manufacturer guidelines.

How often should I calibrate my spreader?

At least once per season or after significant usage changes, to ensure accuracy.

Conclusion

Achieving optimal lawn health depends heavily on precise application of fertilizers, seeds, and other
granular materials. The Lesco Scotts spreader conversion chart is an invaluable resource in this
process, providing clear, standardized guidance to convert settings across different spreader models
and materials. By understanding how to leverage this chart and follow best calibration practices,
both professionals and homeowners can ensure their lawn treatments are accurate, efficient, and
cost-effective. Remember, consistent calibration and proper application techniques are the keys to a
vibrant, healthy lawn. Keep your spreader well-maintained, consult the conversion chart regularly,
and enjoy the lush results of your efforts.
 
Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart: A Comprehensive Guide to Accurate Application and
Optimal Lawn Care
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When it comes to maintaining a lush, healthy lawn, precision in fertilizer and seed application is
essential. That's where the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart comes into play?a vital
resource that ensures you?re using your spreader effectively and accurately. Whether you're a
professional landscaper or a dedicated homeowner, understanding how to convert settings across
different spreader models can save you time, money, and prevent uneven coverage. In this guide,
we?ll delve into the importance of the conversion chart, how to use it effectively, and tips for
achieving the best results with your Lesco or Scotts spreader.

Why Is the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart Important?

Fertilizer and seed spreaders come in various brands and models, each with its own calibration
settings and application rates. When switching between spreaders or using different products,
incorrect settings can lead to over-application, under-application, or uneven coverage?potentially
damaging your lawn and wasting resources.

The Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart acts as a bridge, allowing you to translate settings
from one spreader model to another. This ensures consistency in your application, regardless of
equipment changes, and helps you follow manufacturer recommendations accurately.

Understanding Spreaders: Types and Their Calibration

Before diving into the conversion specifics, it?s helpful to understand the common types of
spreaders:

- Drop Spreaders: These provide precise control, dropping fertilizer or seed directly beneath the
hopper. They?re ideal for detailed work and small areas.

- Broadcast (Rotary) Spreaders: These disperse material in a wide radius, covering large areas
quickly?great for lawns and sports fields.

Each type has different calibration needs, and the conversion chart accounts for these variations to
maintain application accuracy.

How to Use the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart

Using the conversion chart involves several critical steps to ensure proper calibration:

- Identify Your Current Spreader Model and Setting

Begin by noting the make and model of your spreader and the current setting used for your
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application. This might be a dial number, percentage, or other indicator specific to your equipment.

- Determine the Product and Application Rate

Identify the product you?re applying?be it fertilizer, seed, or other lawn treatments?and the
recommended application rate, usually given in pounds per 1,000 square feet.

- Locate Corresponding Settings on the Conversion Chart

Find your current spreader model and setting on the chart. The chart will provide equivalent settings
for other models, allowing you to replicate your application accurately across different equipment.

- Adjust Your Spreader Accordingly

Set your spreader to the recommended setting from the conversion chart. Always perform a test run
on a small, inconspicuous area to verify accuracy before proceeding.

Interpreting the Conversion Chart: Key Elements

The conversion chart typically includes:

- Spreader Models: Lesco, Scotts, and other common brands.
- Setting Numbers: Dial or lever positions used to calibrate the spreader.
- Application Rates: Corresponding coverage rates at each setting.
- Product Types: Fertilizers, grass seed, etc., with specific calibration notes.

Understanding these elements ensures you can adapt your application process to different
spreaders effectively.

Practical Tips for Using the Conversion Chart Effectively

- Always calibrate before use: Even with a conversion chart, calibrate your spreader with a test
run to account for variable factors like material flow, wind, and terrain.

- Use consistent materials: Different products may have different flow characteristics; always
double-check the recommended settings for each product.

- Keep records: Maintain logs of settings used for various applications for future reference.

Published by: scs.semsites.de Page 15 of 17



sears drop spreader settings Handbook Vol. 2023, Issue 1

- Regular maintenance: Ensure your spreader is clean and in good working order to prevent flow
issues that could skew your application rate.

Common Scenarios and How to Use the Conversion Chart

Scenario 1: Switching from a Lesco Drop Spreader to a Scotts Broadcast Spreader

- Find your current Lesco drop spreader setting on the chart.
- Locate the equivalent Scotts broadcast spreader setting.
- Perform a test on a small area.
- Adjust as needed based on the test results.

Scenario 2: Applying a Different Fertilizer Product

- Check if the new product requires a different setting.
- Use the chart to find the recommended setting for your spreader.
- Always calibrate with a test run.

Scenario 3: Moving from Manual Settings to Automated or Motorized Spreaders

- Use the chart to establish baseline settings.
- Verify with test applications.
- Adjust based on observed coverage and manufacturer recommendations.

Troubleshooting Common Calibration Issues

- Uneven coverage: Re-calibrate, check for clogs, or uneven terrain.
- Over-application: Reduce settings and perform test runs.
- Under-application: Increase settings slightly and verify.
- Flow problems: Clean the spreader regularly and ensure proper assembly.

Final Thoughts: Achieving Perfect Lawn Application with Confidence

Mastering the Lesco Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart is essential for anyone serious about lawn
care. Accurate calibration ensures your fertilizers and seeds are applied at optimal rates, promoting
healthy growth and saving money. Remember, the key is to understand your equipment, follow the
conversion chart carefully, and always verify settings through test runs.
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By integrating these practices into your lawn maintenance routine, you?ll be well on your way to
achieving a vibrant, evenly covered lawn that?s the envy of your neighborhood. Whether you're
tackling a small backyard or a commercial property, proper calibration and conversion are the
foundations of successful lawn care.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the purpose of the LESCO Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart? The
LESCO Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart helps users accurately convert settings between different
Scotts spreader models, ensuring proper application rates for fertilizers and seeds. How can I use
the conversion chart to switch from a Scotts Broadcast Spreader to a Scotts Drop Spreader? You
can refer to the conversion chart to find the corresponding setting numbers between the two
spreader types, allowing for precise adjustments when switching spreaders. Are the settings on the
LESCO Scotts Spreader Conversion Chart applicable for all types of fertilizers? The chart generally
provides guidelines for standard fertilizers; however, always check specific product labels and adjust
settings accordingly for different materials. Where can I find the most up-to-date LESCO Scotts
Spreader Conversion Chart? The latest conversion chart is typically available on the official LESCO
or Scotts website, or in your product's user manual. Why is it important to use the correct conversion
chart settings for my Scotts spreader? Using the correct settings ensures even application, prevents
over- or under-application of fertilizers, and maintains the health of your lawn or garden. Can I
manually adjust my Scotts spreader if I don't have the conversion chart? While it's possible, it's not
recommended; instead, consult the official chart or product instructions to ensure accurate settings
and optimal results. 

 
Related keywords: LESCO, Scotts, spreader, conversion chart, fertilizer spreader, lawn care,
broadcast spreader, calibration, application rate, lawn equipment
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